
TAMAN WARISAN MELAYU_________________
ISTANA KAMPONG GELAM

Jul - Sep
2012

Name:

Class:

Subject:

_________________

_________________

_________________

MALAY HERI TAGE CENTRE

PROGRAMMES



Managed by National Heritage Board

With support from:

Malay Heritage Centre
Managed by the National Heritage Board

Address
85 Sultan Gate, Singapore 198501

Phone
+65 63910450

Website
www.malayheritage.org.sg

Facebook
www.facebook.com/malayheritage

Email
For general enquiries: NHB_MHC@nhb.gov.sg

For programme enquiries: NHB_MHC_Programmes@nhb.gov.sg

 Officially opened in June 2005, the Malay Heritage Centre (MHC) 

provides wonderful cultural exposure and community learning opportunities for 

visitors of all ages and interests. It acts as a vital place for the Malay community 

in Singapore by honouring the past and providing a means for present-day 

expression, nurturing talents and building resources for the future. The MHC is 

part of the Singapore government’s larger plan to re-position key community 

heritage institutions in the branding of Singapore as the global centre for the 

various Asian diasporas.

 The Malay Heritage Foundation is working together with the National 

Heritage Board to develop the centre and achieve this vision.

 The revamped MHC will re-open to the public in September 2012.



F orewordG lossary 

The ninth month of the Islamic Calendar is 
also the Islamic month of fasting where Muslims
refrain from eating and drinking from dawn
to dusk.
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Malay Term Definition/Translation

Buka/Iftar

Salam

Sampul Duit

The breaking of fast at Maghrib (dusk prayer). 
Buka literally means to open, but in the context
of Ramadan (Muslim month of fasting), it is used
to refer to the evening meal which marks the end
of fast for the day. Iftar is the Arabic term for 
the meal.

  
Arabic term referring to the meal consumed 
early in the morning by Muslims before fasting. 
The sahur is eaten before dawn and is the only
meal Muslims consume before the start of fast  
from dawn to sunset during Ramadan.

  

A greeting, salutation or compliment by word or
act; an obeisance, the act of salam is similar to
a handshake where the right hand (or both) are
extended to touch the other person’s hands 
before bringing both hands back to your chest; 
as a mark of respect for elders, the kissing of 
the hand is often practiced.

 

  

Literally a money envelope, the sampul duit is 
used to hold cash as gifts at weddings, birthdays
or Hari Raya, as well as at funerals as a gesture 
of condolence. The handing of the sampul duit is
done subtly during the salam. The tradition of 
giving sampul duit is very similar to the 
Chinese’s tradition of giving red packets. 

 

  

N orsaleen S alleh 

(Acting) General Manager,
Malay Heritage Centre

In the last 2 quarters, the MHC introduced various forms of Malay arts 
through our monthly Neighbourhood Sketches and engaged the public 
in discussions on subjects and themes related to our permanent 
galleries through our public lectures. In addition, we had garnered
significant media coverage and attracted considerable public 
participation for this year’s Ter-ba-BOM! – Heritage Hunt: The Hajj.

For the next 3 months, the MHC will gear up for the re-opening of the 
centre after a year of redevelopment works and prepare for the launch 
of our inaugural Malay Cultural Festival in September 2012. To 
commemorate the re-opening of the MHC, members of the public can 
enjoy free entry to the centre for the month of September 2012 and 
participate in a wide variety of activities.

In the meantime, the MHC team would like to wish all our Muslim friends 
a blissful Ramadhan and a joyful Hari Raya ahead of the holy month.

p.s. Do drop an email with your contacts to 
NHB_MHC_Programmes@nhb.gov.sg if you wish to receive a copy of 
the MHC Quarterly Booklet.



P ublic Lecture II: 
Malay Digest 

H eritage On The Move

. . 
Malam Pesta Muda Mudi Travelling Exhibition
31 July to 30 August                                  Queenstown Library
3 September to 30 November                    Library@Esplanade

Malam Pesta Muda Mudi is an exhibition that pays tribute to the local 
Malay bands from the 1950s to 1970s.The exhibition will feature popular 
bands such as The Siglap Five and The Swallows and highlight how 
their music incorporated both Western and local elements. Find out 
more about our local Malay bands by visiting the exhibition and have an 
enjoyable time listening to the Malay music of the 1950s to 1970s!

Lagu-Lagu Kita – Malay Children Song Appreciation Workshop
17 November      2.00 to 3.00pm                Library@Esplanade

The Lagu-Lagu Kita Workshop will use well-loved Malay children songs 
from the 1970s to facilitate an appreciation of the Malay language 
through song and dance. The workshop is suitable for both parents and 
children from all racial groups.
 
The workshop will be facilitated by Hyrul Anuar who was the winner of 
Anugerah 2005 organized by Suria, Mediacorp. Besides being a trained 
educator, Hyrul has also worked for children’s programmes such as 
‘Tra La La’ on Suria.

Session 1: What’s in a (Malay) name?
Sunday 17 June 2012, 11.30am to 1.00pm
Tampines Regional Library, Theatrette

Session 2: Singapura and the Malay World
Sunday 1 July 2012, 11.30am to 1.00pm
Geylang East Public Library, Merpati Hall

Session 3: The National Language
Sunday 15 July 2012, 11.30am to 1.00pm
Bedok Public Library, Programme Zone

Session 4: Do’s & Don’t of Daily Life & Social Rituals
Sunday 29 July 2012, 11.30am to 1.00pm
Geylang East Public Library, Merpati Hall

The Malay Heritage Centre will be bringing its popular Malay Digest series 
of lectures to the public libraries in Bedok and Geylang East. The Malay 
Digest lectures seek to promote public awareness, understanding and 
appreciation of aspects of Malay identity, heritage and culture. Through 
these lectures, participants will learn more about the history and culture of 
the Malay people, Malay rituals and customs, and the Malay language.

Sign up for the lectures by emailing NHB_MHC_Programmes@nhb.gov.sg
as seats are limited.



D o’s & Don’ts of Daily
Life & Social RitualsA ctivity 

Loan Words 
Guess where they came from:

Image1: extend right 
hand(or both) towards

 your friend

1

Within the Malay community, the act of bersalam-salaman is part and parcel of 
everyday greeting. Though it has been compared to the western handshake, the 
Malay salam is executed rather differently.

Please refer to the illustrations below for more information about how to greet a 
Malay friend using the salam.

2
Image 2: hands are to 
touch briefly and gently

 with a slight grip

3Image 3: hands are brought 
back towards the self, 

and directed towards the
 chest (symbolising keeping the 

friendship in the heart)

Throughout its history, the Malay language has adapted itself and adopted 
words from other languages. See if you can identify the root language for 
the following Malay words!

To see how well you’ve done, please visit our website for the answer. 

How To Salam...



I stana Art Event
@ The Istana  

Date:  Sunday, 5th August 2012          

Time:  8.00am to 5.00pm

Venue:  The Istana, Orchard Road Singapore 238823

The annual Istana Art Event organised by Singapore Art Museum returns with 
more fun activities for the family! This year, MHC will be presenting Malay royal 
regalia at the Istana and conducting accessory-making sessions fit for a Malay 
King or Queen! Join us at the Istana and be photographed in your personalised 
mahkota (crown), pending (waist buckle) and kalung (necklace)!

For more information, visit www.singaporeartmuseum.sg.
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R ebab Berbisik (Malaysia) 

Rebab Berbisik is a tale of loss. Paksu Mat, an aging mak yung 
practitioner, laments the twin deaths of his wife and his beloved mak 
yung, the ancient dance-theatre of Kelantan. His sorrow intermingles 
with his guilt at not being able to pass on the art of mak yung to his two 
sons: Mimi, a cross-dressing cabaret performer, and Azri, an Ustaz who 
graduated from the Al-Azhar University in Egypt.
 
The banning of mak yung in his home town of Kelantan resulted in the 
loss of livelihood for Paksu Mat and made him an outcast in his own 
village. Paksu Mat can only take comfort in mak yung music and the 
memories of his wife. His sense of isolation is rendered complete when 
Azri rejects him for practicing an art form that is considered Syirik and 
un-Islamic amidst a tide of rising conservatism.

R e-Opening 
& Culture Fest! 

Date:  2nd to 30th September 2012          

Opening hours:  10.00am to 6.00pm (Closed on Mondays)

The Malay Heritage Centre will reopen to the public this September with an 
array of engaging activities for everyone! Throughout the month of September, 
you can explore our updated permanent galleries, enjoy Malay folk stories and 
games, or take your pick from a variety of workshops, lectures, concerts and 
cultural performances.

Visit our website for more details of the different activities!
 

                                                                                          
                                                                                        
      

               Schedule in centrefold ->

Gendang Ibu dan Anak

Rebab

Gong

Performance:     Thursday to Saturday, 20th - 22nd Sept 2012 
  8.00pm-10pm 
   $25 (Adults), $18 (Students, Senior Citizens, NSF)
*There will be a post show discussion with the cast and artistic team after each performance.

Seminar/Talk:    Saturday, 22nd Sept 2012 / 3.00pm to 5.00pm   
                  Admission fee to-be-advised 
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Within the Malay community, the act of bersalam-salaman is part and parcel of 
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Malay salam is executed rather differently.
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