
GETTING TO MHC:
Nearest MRT Stations
Bugis (East-West Line)
Nicoll Highway (Circle Line)

Bus Services
2, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 32, 33, 51, 61, 63, 70, 
80, 100, 107, 130, 133, 145, 175, 196, 197, 
961, 980

Parking
Aliwal Street, Kandahar Street,  
Pahang Street, Textile Centre, 
Sultan Plaza

ADDRESS:
85 Sultan Gate, Singapore 198501

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday – Sunday, 10.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Monday
Last admission at 5.30pm 

CONTACT US AT:

www.malayheritage.sg

facebook.com/malayheritage

Instagram: @malayheritage

NHB_MHC@nhb.gov.sg

+65 6391 0450

VISITORS INFORMATION

All information is correct at the time of printing.
Free entry for Singaporeans & PRs.
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Organised by A Heritage Institution of

Officially re-opened by Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong in September 2012, 
the Malay Heritage Centre (MHC) 
showcases the history, culture and 
contributions of the Malay community 
within the context of Singapore’s 
history and multi-cultural society.

MHC’s permanent galleries focus on 
the history of Kampong Gelam and 
showcase an interesting collecting of 

artefacts from the National Collection 
and the Malay community. Through 
its exhibitions and programmes, 
the centre aspires to be a vibrant 
destination of historical and cultural 
significance for both Singaporeans 
and international visitors.

MHC is under the management of the 
National Heritage Board in partnership 
with The Malay Heritage Foundation.

Supported by In Celebration of
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Each year, as part of the Se-Nusantara (‘Of the Same Archipelago’) series, MHC 
presents a community co-curated exhibition to showcase the ethnic and cultural 
diversity of the Malays in Singapore. This year’s MARANTAU exhibition, organised 
in partnership with the Singapore Minangkabau Association, features the heritage 
and history of the local Minangkabau community whose ancestral home lies 
among highlands in Padang, West Sumatra. 

‘Marantau’ refers to a Minangkabau tradition which encourages young men to 
leave their hometown and explore other lands, islands and regions, typically to 
trade or seek employment, in order to gain knowledge and experience. “Dima 
bumi dipijak di sinan langik dijunjuang” a Minangkabau proverb (“Di mana bumi 
dipijak, di sana langit dijunjung” in Malay) carries a similar meaning as “When in 
Rome, do as Romans do” and reflects a guiding philosophy of the Minangkabau 
people when adapting to new homelands. 

Featuring artefacts ranging from rich gold-woven songket textiles to 
traditional instruments, the exhibition will also highlight the matrilineal 
system of the Minangkabau society which sets it apart from most major 
ethnic groups in the Malay community and the impact of the marantau 
tradition within the Malay Archipelago. Accompanying the exhibition will be 
a host of exciting cultural programmes from music, dance, textile-weaving 
demonstrations and public lectures.

MARANTAU: 
DIMA BUMI DIPIJAK DI SINAN 
LANGIK DIJUNJUANG 
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DATE 
17 May – 
13 September 2015

VENUE
Gallery 1 & 2

TIME
10.00am – 6.00pm
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MARANTAU: 
Dima Bumi Dipijak Disinan Langik Dijunjuang 

Coast to Coast: 
Holding Up the Sky Wherever One Has Landed
A community co-curated exhibition on the Minangkabau community in Singapore  

MARANTAU PROGRAMMES
MARANTAU Exhibition Launch
DATE : 16 May 2015
TIME : 7.30pm – 10.00pm

b
SEMINAR

Seminar 1 : Marantau Tradition in Minangkabau Society
DATE : Saturday, 23 May 2015
TIME : 2.30pm 
SPEAKER : Dr. Mochtar Naim

This seminar will explore the Minangkabau tradition of marantau, which 
requires the men to leave home in pursuit of knowledge, social wisdom and 
economic success. The Minangkabau is known as one of the largest surviving 
matrilineal clan-based society in the world which has been widely studied.

b
Seminar 2 : Traditional Minangkabau House Varieties
DATE : Saturday, 6 June 2015
TIME : 2.30pm
SPEAKER : Ir. Hasmurdi Hassan 

This seminar will examine the symbols and meanings behind the architecture 
of traditional Minangkabau houses. Known as rumah gadang or rumah 
bagonjong, these houses often feature one of the most distinctive emblems 
synonymous with the Minangkabau culture — roofs shaped to resemble 
buffalo horns.

b
Seminar 3 : Keajaiban Silat & Kaedah Ilmu Hidup Dalam Gerakan Mematikan
DATE : Saturday, 14 June 2015
TIME : 2.30pm
SPEAKER : Edwin Hidayat Abdullah & Edwel Dt Rajo Gampo Alam
Seminar is conducted in Bahasa Indonesia

Edwin Hidayat & Edwel Yusri, both longtime silat practitioners will talk about 
the philosophy and underlying principles of silat. Find out more about this 
traditional art form of self-defence, its aesthetics and spiritual elements.
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MARANTAU PROGRAMMES MARANTAU EXHIBITION
About the Se-Nusantara Series
The MARANTAU exhibition is the second installation of an annual exhibition 
series at MHC. Each year, an exhibition featuring an ethnic sub-group of 
the Malays in Singapore will be presented in partnership with a community 
partner as an exhibition by the ethnic sub-group about their community for 
MHC visitors. The title, Se-Nusantara, which means “of the same (Malay-
Indonesian) Archipelago”, expresses the series’ main aim to discover our 
shared heritage, culture and values through community-created exhibitions 
as a celebration of the rich ethnic diversity of the Malays in Singapore.

About Singapore Minangkabau Association (SMA)
The Singapore Minangkabau Association (SMA) was established on 31 August 
1995 with a mission to preserve and promote the Minangkabau culture in 
Singapore as well as to introduce and educate on Minangkabau customs 
and traditions to Singaporeans and non-Singaporeans. In 1996, SMA was the 
bestowed the honour of the Custodian of Minangkabau Culture, Traditions 
and Customs in Singapore by the Governor of West Sumatra, Indonesia (the 
homeland of the Minangkabau people). Comprising an executive committee 
and three sub-committees (Women’s, Youth and Culture), SMA has built a 
network with Minang and non-Minang associations across Kuala Lumpur, 
Johor Bahru, Terengganu in Malaysia and Riau, Batam, Bandung and West 
Sumatra in Indonesia. Currently, SMA has more than 250 members including 
support from local Minang-run businesses such as the nasi padang restaurants 
around Kampong Gelam.

E
XH

IB
ITIO

N
S

Seminar 4 : Matrilineal Society of Minangkabau
DATE : Saturday, 27 June 2015
TIME : 2.30pm
SPEAKER : Prof. Dr. Puti Reno Raudhah Thaib
Seminar is conducted in Baso Minang with English translation

This seminar will talk about the matrilineal Minangkabau community where 
ownership of a family’s property is passed from mothers to daughters for generations 
with Professor Puti Reno Raudha Thaib from Andalas University, Padang.

*All seminars are conducted in English unless otherwise stated

b
DANCE & MUSIC PERFORMANCES

Performance 1 : Minang Songs & Dance I
DATE : Saturday, 23 May 2015
TIME : 5.00pm

Spend your Saturday afternoon with Pelangi Ranah Minang, a Minangkabau 
cultural group based in Padang, West Sumatra, who will entertain you with a 
variety of traditional songs and dances.

b
Performance 2 : Malin Kundang (Dance-Drama)
DATE : Saturday, 30 May 2015
TIME : 2.30pm
VENUE : MHC Auditorium

Watch the story of Malin Kundang (The Faithless Child) come alive in this taridra, 
a performance that combines both dance and drama elements.

b
Performance 3 : Larih Simawang (Randai Dance) by SMK Tanah Datar
DATE : Saturday, 6 June 2015
TIME : 7.30pm
VENUE : MHC Fountain

Grab this chance to watch this folk dance-drama which is rarely performed outside 
of West Sumatra! Randai, which mixes storytelling with Minangkabau traditional 
songs, dance moves and silek (traditional Malay self-defence art form) is uniquely 
performed in a circle — representing the unity of the Minangkabau society.

All seminars and dance programmes held in the MHC Auditorium require 
registration due to limited seats. For more information or to register for any 
MARANTAU programmes, call 6391 0450 (Tue – Sun, 10.00am – 6.00pm) or 
email NHB_MHC_Programmes@nhb.gov.sg

All information is accurate at time of printing.
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Travelling Venues
NUS Central Library : 23 March – 16 April 2015*
Northpoint Shopping Centre : 17 April – 10 May 2015

MALAY PIONEER SERIES: 
TEACHERS – WRITERS – 
ACTIVISTS

SEBERANG TAMBAK E
XH
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S

DATE
25 April – 
Early July 2015

TIME
10.00am – 6.00pm

Note: Admission applicable only for NUS students. Timings for the exhibition are 
subjected to the opening hours of the respective venues.

Curated by Yusof Ghani and Syed Muhd Hafiz
Venue partner: Malay Heritage Centre

This exhibition takes on the dynamic idea of being a Malaysian and being a 
Singaporean. From being under the same political entity known as Malay and 
now, two separate nation states or ‘next-door neighbours’. Hence it is inescapable 
that both countries share much in common like our love for food and preferring 
the English football league over other European leagues.

However, with the modern nation-state framework i.e. post-1965, being 
Malaysian or being Singaporean seems to increasingly suggest an 
unsurmountable gulf. It seems like we are geographically side by side but 
mentally further than ever before.

This exhibition features artists from both sides of the causeway and will travel 
between both countries. However, rather than just an arbitrary Singapore-
Malaysia selection, most of these artists, if not all, have been involved in one way 
or another with these two countries. Either through migration, working, education 
or even having familial ties across both sides, this exhibition is ultimately about a 
conversation between two countries – a conversation which we both used to have 
more often, not too long ago.

Artists:
Yusof Ghani
M. Nasir
S. Amin Shahab
Rizhar A. Rahim 
Ahmad Abu Bakar
Mohammad Din Mohammad
Latiff Mohidin 
Yusman Aman 

ADMISSION
Admission charges to 
the galleries apply to 
international visitors.

VENUE
Permanent 
Galleries (Finale)

The second instalment of the Malay Pioneers 
Series produced by the Malay Heritage Centre 
highlights four distinguished writers and two 
pioneering organisations from the Malay 
community who, at various moments, wore 
multiple hats as teachers, writers or activists. 
Although this modest exhibition can only 
foreground these six, they are by no means 
the only examples to take note of and serve 
as an introduction and glimpse into one of the 
most intense periods of Malay development. 
In fact, it was the contributions of an entire 
generation of creative and passionate people, 
geared towards self-determination of national 
identity and governance, which helped paved 
the way to decolonisation and the eventual 
independence of Malaya, then Singapore.  
 
The Teachers - Writers - Activists exhibition 
was developed in partnership with NUS High 
School of Mathematics and Science, and 
Tanjong Katong Secondary School whose 
student researchers conducted interviews 
with representatives from the organisations 
featured and also contributed to the selection 
process of archival materials.

Hiboran Issue No. 522, 13 August 1957 | 
Malay Heritage Centre Collection 
A themed cover of Hiboran magazine 
e d i te d b y Har un A minur r a sh id to 
commemorate the independence of the 
Federation of Malaya in the same year. 
The illustrations depict the country’s 
trajectory from the fall of Malacca at the 
hands of the Portuguese in 1511.
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For more information about the programme, please call 6391 0450 
(Tue-Sun: 10am – 6pm) 

Come take part in this special food trail around Kampong Gelam and sample the 
various halal cuisines on offer as you learn more about this unique historical 
district. Since the days of Raffles, the port town that is Kampong Gelam has 
seen newcomers from throughout the Malay world and beyond make their new 
homes in the area. 

Along with their trade and culture, these newcomers also brought with them their 
cuisine. The Kampong Gelam of today is a smorgasbord of flavours, colours and 
scents from areas such as Padang, Java, India, Turkey and the Middle East. Don’t 
miss this chance to get to know Kampong Gelam through its food, the people 
and history!

To register, log on to www.sistic.com.sg.
Limited spaces. Registration is via SISTIC from Monday, 13 April 2015.

Neighbourhood SketchesThe Malay Heritage Centre presents to you several exciting programmes on 24 
& 25 April as part of Singapore Heritage Festival (SHF) 2015.

SINGAPORE HERITAGE 
FESTIVAL 2015
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DATE 
25 April 2015

TIME
9.00am – 12.00noon

VENUE
Meeting Point: MHC’s 
Visitor Services Centre

ADMISSION
Free admission, 
limited to 
15 participants

SINGAPORE HERITAGE 
FESTIVAL 2015

DATE 
24 April 2015

VENUE
Bussorah Mall

DATE 
25 April 2015

Gema Dikir dan Gendang (Echoes of Chants and Drums)

The centre will be paying tribute to one 
of the most popular and celebrated 
traditional Malay art form, Dikir Barat. 
Originating from Kelantan, Dikir 
Barat fuses elements of music, hand 
movements, creative wordplay and 
singing into a dynamic and energetic 
presentation. Moving away from the 
usual competitive Dikir Barat event, 
Gema Dikir dan Gendang will bring 
together enthusiasts in a friendly, 
non-competitive environment to share, learn and play with one another. 
Designed for the family, Gema Dikir dan Gendang will feature Dikir Barat 
performances, workshops, activity booths and a drumming circle that would be 
enjoyable even to the uninitiated. 

For SHF 2015, the MHC will be presenting a special performance as part of 
Neighbourhood Sketches. To celebrate the theme of Bangsa, the April instalment 
of Neighbourhood Sketches will feature a modern Malay music ensemble to regale 
some of the most popular nationalist songs from the 50s and 60s. Songs such as 
Bahtera Merdeka and Sumbangseh entered popular imagination with their fervent 
call to building the new nation of Singapore. Now 50 years after independence, 
MHC hopes to commemorate these songs, their singers and writers who in their 
own way helped to awaken the national spirit with music.

Kampong Gelam Food Trail
TIME
8.30pm onwards 
(after Isya’ prayers)

VENUE
Malay Heritage Centre

TIME
2.00pm – 10.30pm
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Join us on a Heritage Hunt around Kampong Gelam as we learn more about  
the area, its people and its accompanying trades! Find out more on the cultural 
contributions (food, clothing, performances, languages etc) of the Bugis, 
Javanese, Indian Muslims, Arabs, Baweanese and Minangkabaus to Kampong 
Gelam and Singapore!

*Registration is required for the above programme
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CHILDREN’S SEASON:
TER-BA-BOM!

Kisah Si Badang
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ter-ba-BOM!

DATE 
30 May – 13 June 2015

Get ready for a month of great fun for the family at the Malay Heritage Centre! 
Returning for the fifth year, ter-ba-BOM! takes you on a Heritage Hunt around 
Kampong Gelam and features an interactive storytelling session of Badang as 
well as the myths, legends and history of Singapore’s ancient past. For the first 
time ever, MHC’s courtyard will be transformed into a retro playground complete 
with swings, merry-go-round and slides! 

Children’s Season 2015 is jointly presented by National Heritage Board and 
Museum Roundtable.

Heritage Hunt 

DATE 
Saturdays, 30 May,
6 June & 13 June 2015

VENUE
Kampong Gelam

Date & Time: 
Saturday, 6 June 2015
2.00pm & 8.00pm

VENUE
Auditorium 

CHILDREN’S SEASON:
TER-BA-BOM!

Sign up for the interactive story-telling performance of Badang, a legendary hero 
of ancient Singapura whose feats include throwing a large stone onto the mouth 
of Singapore river (known as the Singapore stone). At the same time, discover 
the myths, legends and history of Singapore’s ancient past!

*Programme is suitable for those aged 4 to 10 years old. Due to limited spaces,     
  registration is required for the above paid programme.

TIME
10.00am & 2.00pm

Sunday, 7 June 2015
11.00am & 2.00pm

For more information or to register for any of the ter-ba-BOM! programmes, 
call 6391 0450 (Tue – Sun, 10.00am – 6.00pm) or email NHB_MHC_Programmes@
nhb.gov.sg from 4 May onwards.
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Bustan is a new initiative by MHC in 
collaboration with NUS Department 
of Malay Studies focusing on Malay 
literature (Sastera), its values and 
roles in nation building and the 
construction of the modern Malay 
identity. In order to get a broad 
perspective on the different roles 
of literature has played throughout 
Malay history, Bustan will invite 
speakers from Singapore, Malaysia 
and Indonesia.

Kindly check our website www.malayheritage.org.sg, Facebook page or Visitor 
Services Centre for more information and updates.
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TIME : 2.00pm – 4.00pm
VENUE : MHC Auditorium

DATE : Saturday, 11 April 2015 
SPEAKER : Pak Suratman Markasan (Singapore)

DATE : Saturday, 9 May 2015
SPEAKER : Dr Faisal Musa (Malaysia)
Lecture is conducted in Malay

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
•	 All	programmes	are	free	but	admission	charges	to	the	permanent	galleries	may	apply	to	
 international visitors. Citizens and Permanent Residents (PRs) enjoy free admission to 
 the Malay Heritage Centre.
•	 Registration	for	the	above	programme	is	required.	For	more	information	about	the	
 sessions or registration, please call 6391 0450 (Tue-Sun: 10am – 6pm) or email your 
 contact details to NHB_MHC_Programmes@nhb.gov.sg. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD SKETCHES

DATE 
24 April, 29 & 30 May 2015
Last Fridays and Saturdays of 
the month

VENUE
Bussorah Mall, 
Kampong Gelam

TIME 
8.30pm onwards 
(Session will commence 
after the Isya’ prayers)

Set along the vibrant esplanade of Bussorah Street, visitors will get a chance 
to sample the rich Malay culture presented in the style of street performances. 
From martial arts to songs of worship, Neighbourhood Sketches will have 
something for every type of culture vulture.

All performances will be held on every last Friday and Saturday of the month. 
Dates and timing of Neighbourhood Sketches will be published on MHC’s 
website and may be subjected to change

Kindly check our website www.malayheritage.org.sg, Facebook page or Visitor 
Services Centre for more information and updates.
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DATE 
From May 2015 onwards*

VENUE
MHC Plaza

TIME
10.00am – 10.45am &
3.00pm – 3.45pm

Kindly check our website www.malayheritage.org.sg, Facebook page or Visitor 
Services Centre for more information and updates. 

LET’S PLAY!: TRADITIONAL 
MALAY GAMES

Come and learn more about traditional 
Malay games at the Malay Heritage 
Centre! Learn skills you will need 
to play capteh, main lereng (wheel 
spinning), congkak (traditional 
Malay board game), batu seremban 
(five stones) and many more. This 
45-minute session will also invite 
participants to use their creativity as 
they invent new and fun games with 
new found items. 

GALLERIES ALIVE!

DATE  : From May 2015 onwards*
Traditional Malay Music : Every 3rd Wednesday of the month
Wayang Kulit : Every 3rd Thursday of the month

TIME
10.00am – 10.45am OR 3.00pm – 3.45pm

Watch the Malay Heritage 
Centre’s permanent galleries 
come alive with live performances 
of traditional music or enjoy a 
wayang kulit performance as our 
dalang tells the stories of Sang 
Kancil and his adventures.

All programmes are free but 
admission charges to the 
permanent galleries may apply 
to international visitors. Citizens 
and Permanent Residents (PRs) 
enjoy free admission to the Malay 
Heritage Centre.

Kindly check our website www.malayheritage.org.sg, Facebook page or Visitor 
Services Centre for more information and updates. 

VENUE
Muzik Gallery
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YOK SEMBANG GENDANG!

Yok Sembang Gendang! is a monthly community engagement avenue dedicated 
to sharing rhythms, grooves and drums of the Malayan Archipelago. Nadi 
Singapura welcomes enthusiasts of all ages and anyone who wishes to 
participate and to experience the unique vibrant drumming style originating 
from this region.
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DATE 
25 April, 23 May & 27 June 2015

TIME
5.00pm – 6.00pm

GUIDED TOUR

DATE 
Tuesday – Friday : 10.00am 
Saturday – Sunday : 2.00pm*

VENUE
Permanent Galleries

Join our free guided tours of MHC’s permanent galleries and learn more about 
Kampong Gelam as well as its significance to the Malay community from our 
museum docents.

TERMS & CONDITIONS:
•		 Registration	and	starting	point	for	free	guided	tours	are	at	the	Visitor	
 Services Counter
•	 Tours	are	conducted	in	English.
•	 Tour	duration:	1	h	15	mins.
•	 Limited	to	20	pax/tour.
•	 For	groups	of	more	than	20	pax,	it	is	advisable	to	book	your	tours	2	weeks	in	advance.
•	 For	corporate	or	special	needs	tours,	please	email	your	request	to	
 NHB_MHC@nhb.gov.sg.

*The availability of the guided tours is subject to the availability of our 
  volunteer docents.
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LAGU RIA – TEROKA BAHASA 
MELAYU MELALUI MUZIK!

AGE GROUP 
4 – 7 year olds

TIME 
Children Aged 4 & 5 : 
9.00am – 10.30am
Children Aged 6 & 7 : 
11.00am – 12.30pm

DATE 
Every Sunday from 
12 April – 
22 May 2015

VENUE
The MHC Auditorium
@ Taman Warisan

NO. OF SESSIONS
& DURATION
8 sessions x 
1.5 hours each

This programme is specially designed to promote Malay literacy through the use 
of music! What better way to impart knowledge and enhance confidence in oral 
language amongst children than through music? 

Through this programme, children will be exposed to the basics of music in the most 
fun and interactive way! This is a Malay language-based programme that uses music 
as a tool of discovery for children to not only develop their knowledge on music but 
explore and expand their Malay oral communication skills.

This programme also aims to elevate the development of children’s social, cognitive, 
emotional and psychomotor skills. Children will develop music skills sequentially 
and will learn specific concepts at different stages. From understanding simple 
musical notes, they will attain the ability to create their own music with the help 
of basic musical instruments. Through the collection of childrens’ songs in our 
music bank, children will get to learn simple Malay words and be trained to become 
confident speakers at the same time!

At the end of the course, students will:
•	Be	able	to	appreciate	the	Malay	language	and	enjoy	using	it
•	Be	able	to	understand	the	basic	concepts	of	music
•	Be	able	to	sing	in-tune	and	understand	the	meaning	of	the	songs	they	have	learnt
•	Perform	in	front	of	an	audience	with	confidence

*Please note that this programme will be conducted in Malay.

For registration and further enquiries, contact Lydia Cheriyan at 
97979258 or email her at lydia@minimonsters.com.sg

R
E

G
U

LA
R

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
M

E
S

COMMUNITY LEARNING FUND

Calling all teachers and students! Do you have a project, programme or 
performance that will complement or showcase the heritage of the Malay 
Heritage Centre’s permanent galleries or promote Malay heritage and culture? 
If you do, submit your proposals to MHC’s Community Learning Fund for funding 
support of up to $2,000 per school.

For queries and applications, please contact Mr Muhammad Qazim at 
Muhammad_Qazim_Abdul_Karim@nhb.gov.sg.



GETTING TO MHC:
Nearest MRT Stations
Bugis (East-West Line)
Nicoll Highway (Circle Line)

Bus Services
2, 7, 10, 12, 14, 16, 32, 33, 51, 61, 63, 70, 
80, 100, 107, 130, 133, 145, 175, 196, 197, 
961, 980

Parking
Aliwal Street, Kandahar Street,  
Pahang Street, Textile Centre, 
Sultan Plaza

ADDRESS:
85 Sultan Gate, Singapore 198501

OPENING HOURS:
Tuesday – Sunday, 10.00am – 6.00pm
Closed on Monday
Last admission at 5.30pm 

CONTACT US AT:

www.malayheritage.sg

facebook.com/malayheritage

Instagram: @malayheritage

NHB_MHC@nhb.gov.sg

+65 6391 0450

VISITORS INFORMATION

All information is correct at the time of printing.
Free entry for Singaporeans & PRs.
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